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BO 8 year 3 Joa Baptiſta 
1Morinus, profeſſor at Paris, applied 
to cardinal Richlieu, to procure the pre- 
mium offered for the diſcovery of the Lon- 
gitude for him, on account of a method 
which he propoſed to demonſtrate. Com- 
miſſioners were appointed to enquire into 
the merits of this, with whom he had many 
diſputes, the reſult of which, amongſt other | 
B | 


„ 
things, he publiſhed 1657, in his Longi- 
tudinum Scientia: he tells us that Philip III. 
King of Spain, “ was the firſt who offered 
a reward for the diſcovery of the Longitude, 
and that the eſtates of Holland ſoon fol- 
lowed his example, but mentions no farther 
particulars. 
Ricciolus, a cotemporary author, fays, 

that this Philip promiſed an annual penſion 
of fix thouſand piſtoles + to Ludovic Fon- 
ſeca, and eight thouſand þ to Aria Lyola, 
and. that the Hollanders red fifty thou- 
ſand guilders to any one who * diſco- 
ver the Longitude. 

Varenius, who lived about the ſame time 
with the former likewiſe, in his Geographia 
Generalis, on that head writes to the fol- 
lowing effect, viz. That this was the prob- 
lem of which the mariners ſo earneſtly de- 
fired a ſolution from the Mathematicians, 
which would render Navigation almoſt per- 
feet, that it had chen for two ages exerciſed 


4 He came to the chrone in 1598, and. died about the. 
year 1621. 

+ About 3 

t Upwards of 7 3ool. 


ay 


and puzzled the wits of many, and for the 
determination of which, the Engliſh, Dutch 
and French had promiſed each of them 
about fifty thouſand florins * as a reward. 
The Dutch Premium ſeems firſt to have 
been offered during the Stadtholderſhip of 
prince Maurice of Naflau, who was a 
great Encourager of improvements, eſpeci- 
ally in Navigation; and the States at that 
time were rivals to Spain as a maritime 
power. 
In the hiſtory of the Freoch academy of 
ſciences, we find, that during the minority of 
the preſent Lewis XV.# the Prince and 
States, and in the laſt place the Duke of 
Orleans, then Regent, promiſed a great 
reward to any one who ſhould determine 
the Longitude at ſea. Alſo that M. Rouille 
de Meſlay, counſellor of the parliament of 
Paris, depoſited an annual fund, at the diſ- 
poſal of the academy, for any one who 
ſhould diſcover i wu: in that 
affair. B 2 1 


Not 4500. each. | 55 
+ He was elected in the year 1 RY and died i in \ 1635, 
1 He was declared of "age about the "_ 1723. . 
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1 the year 1696, Edward Harriſon, 4 
ſea officer, who, as he obſerves, had, during 
the war, belonged to ſhips of fix different 
rates, and ſeems to have been no mean man 
in his way, publiſhed his Idea Longitudi- 
nis, wherein he ſays he had heard, that 


the Venetians had promiſed rewards; and 
the States of Holland had taken it ſo much 


into their conſideration, chat they had of- 


fered ten thouſand pounds to any one who 


could make the diſcovery. Alſo that Tho- 
mas Axe, an Engliſhman; left a legacy of 


one thouſand pounds to any perſon that 
ſhould diſcover the Longitude, within the 
ſpace of ten years after his deceaſe, if his 
wife and child died without iſſue, within 
that time. The method was to be ap- 
proved of by the four Profeſſors of Geome- 


try and Aſtronomy in Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, for the time being, and at leaſt 
twenty experienced maſters of ſhips, who 


had made trials thereof in long voyages. | 


Affidavits were to be made before the twelve 


judges of England, &c. He died in the 


1 - Were not theſe thee ankle very judicious 


— 


( S. 3 

year 1691, and his family ſeems to have 
been extin& ſoon after, for Mr. Harriſon 
complains that this thouſand pounds was 
irrecoverable, and that there was money 
wanting towards encouraging the deſign, 
to defray the charge of inſtruments, — 
perfect the work. 2 
The conditions, as to the limits of ex- 
actneſs, and other particulars with reſpect 
to the moſt of theſe premiums, are ſo little 
known, that we may venture to ſay, the 
act of the Britiſh parliament of the twelfth of 
Queen Ann, was the firſt and only thing to 
this day, which has provided the proper re- 
quiſites for the diſcovery of the Longitude, 
and given the Ingenious an opportunity to 
make a legal demand of their juſt recom- 
pence. Some, not without reaſon, think 
that there never was a reward offered by 
England, before this of Queen Ann; but 
beſides its being ſpecified by Varenius (an 
edition of whoſe Geography was publiſhed 
at Cambridge i in 1672, by thegreat Newton, 
and another, with an Appendix, &c. by 
Dr. Jurin, in 1712, in neither of theſe, 


CRP 


nor in the tranſlation, where: the original 


Alteration been made in this article) there 


ſeems to have been ſome ſuch thing in King 
Chatles's time. About the year 1675 the 
Sieur de St. Pierre, a Frenchman, having 
propoſed a method of finding the Longi- 


tude by the moon, a commiſſion was grant- 
ed to the Lord Viſcount Brounker, at that 


time Preſident of the Royal Society, one of 
the commiſſioners of the Navy, and Dr. 
Seth Ward, Biſhop of Sarum, Dr. Pell, 
Mr. Hook, of Greſham College, Colonel 


Titus, with Sir Jonas Moor, Sir Ch. Scar- 
borough, Sir Robert Murray, Pr. Chriſto- 


pher Wren, and others, with power to 
elect ſuch ingenious perſons as they thought 
proper into their number,“ by which means 
Mr. Flamſtead became one of the Quorum, 
They were to receive theſe propoſals, and to 
give the King an account of them, with 
their opinion. Mr. Flamſtead, at that time, 


. ®* Ought not the preſent commiſſioners, upon whom the 
taſk devolves, ex officio, to have and uſe ſuch a moor with · 


aut that reſerve now pradiiſed? ? 


„ 
acquainted the commiſſioners that if we 
had tables of the places of the fix'd ſtars, 
and of the moon, both in Longitude and 


Latitude, true to half a minute, we might 


find the Longitude, but not by that gentle 
man's method: upon this, it is ſaid, Mr. 
Flamſtead was appointed Royal Aſtronomer, 
and the obſervatery at Greenwich built for 
him. The Royal inſtructions being to him 


and his ſucceſſors expreſly, that they ſhould 


apply themſelves with the utmoſt care and 


AY. diligence, to rectify the tables of the moti- 
ons of the Heavens, and the places of the 
fix d ſtars, in order to find out the ſo much 
deſired Longitude at ſea, for the perfecting 


the art of navigation. 

Soon after the above ace to mt 
gentlemen, on account of the Sieur de St. 
Pierre, the five firſt named, together with 


Sir Samuel Morland, were appointed to e- 


amine Mr. Bond's method of finding the 


Longitude by the inclination and declination 
of the magnetic needle; and though this 


did not anſwer that purpoſe, yet ſeeing he 
did foretell, twenty years before it happen- 
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 riation in the year 1657, andt 
he calculated for London, did not ſenſibly 


„„ 4 
ed, that at London there would be no va- 
at the table 


differ from the truth; by the beſt obſerva- 


tions of thoſe times, nay, while it laſted, 
the error was little more than a degree; it 

is not to be wondered at, that it gain d im- 
| ſome. credit amongſt the mariners, 


- The origin of that a&, which will no 
aka; do honour to theſe kingdoms, de- 
ſerves to be particularly treated of, and 
though-in ſodoing, we ſhall frequently take 
occaſion to mention two names, which by 


the help of a little wit, have, upon this ar- 


ticle, been made ridiculous enough, yet 
this will gi opportunity of relating 
the opinions of ſome great men, by which 
the intention of the act itſelf may be ren- 
dered pretty plain. 

About the beginning of the year 171 3. 


Mr. Humphry Ditton, and Mr. William 


Whiſton, thinking that ſignals made at 
ſtated times, from hulls of ſhips, or the 


like, and proper diſtances from each other, 
would anſwer all the purpoſes of the Lon - 


0 


tude; they by their letter to Sir Richard 
Steel, of the 1 ith of July, which he pub- 
liſhed in his Guardian of the 14th, gave 
advertiſement to the following, effect, vix . 
That they had a new. method. of difcover- 


ing the Longitude, to communicate to the 
world, by which,” - after due confideration, 


they were well fatisfied that it mi ght be de- 
termined to 25 exadtneſs RK the Lati- 
I 


1 tu ide generally Was; that this method was 
- | not only pradticable 3 at ſea as well as land, 5 
Hut eaſy and intelligible to every one, and 
_ with proper char es might be made as uni- 
ME ferfal as the Wor! d. Pleaſed : that they were 
* really to diſcloſe it it to the world, as ſoon as 
1 they were affur, ed that no other. perſon 
_ ſhould be allowed t to deprive, them of thoſe 
* ewards which the public ſhould think fit 
" to beſtow ; bur chat 5 did not deſire ac- 
175 tually to receive any ſuch, benefit, till Sir 


8 Hit mſelf, with ſuch other per- 
ons as mould be Holen to aſſiſt him, had 
2 cher opinion. in favour, of this dif+ 


eovery. 
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yy , * 1 . 4 LY * 2 3 _ * . 
£6 * * L 


4 8 


1 attention of the public, in that doubting 


(oho publiſhed it in his Engliſhman of the 


met with delays in laying their method be- 
fore the public, yet after all this time for q 


nicated it to ſome excellent judges, they 


were therefore very unwillingly coming to 
a telolution of making application elſe - 


begged the lovers of 1 ingenuity, of all nati- if 


of the'ſeyeral rewards, the condi itions, and | Y 
the method of application for obtaining il 


( 10 ) 
Notwichſtanding all this, to keep up the. 


age, they were obliged to write to the ſame 
author of the 11th of December following, 


roth) to this purpoſe: That tho they had 


review and improvement, having commu- 


aſſured the public, that they had not the 
leaſt grounds ſor being diſtruſtful of it 3 
themſelves, as had been. reported; chat they 
were better prepared than ever, and willing | 1 
to make it public, but that their only difti- 
culty was, to have it hearkened to: that they 


where for encouragement : 7 they therefore | b 


ons, to give the beſt inform ation they, could 


them.* They likewiſe affirmed, that their 7 


® Where there any anſwers giyen to this ? 


: 1 "hs 
method was different from all thoſe july 
ridiculed ſchemes, which they had heard 
talked of as theirs. To this Letter Sir 
Richard thought proper to premiſe theſe ob- 
ſervations, chat the modeſt endeavours of 
contemplative men, were often neglected 
by the great; though to ſuch were owing 
all che arts by which wealth and power 8 
were ſupported; and that the neglect ofß 
ollumbus, at the Engliſh court, was the b 
cauſe of the Indian world being in n Spaniſh af 

Y : Pands. 1 
7 Upon the 25th of May 1714, "Us peti- 
ion of ſeveral captains of her Majeſty's J 
Whips, merchants of London, and com- 
anders of merchantmen, in behalf of 
emſelves, and all others, concerned in the 
Favigation of Great Britain, was preſented 
che Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, that 
'. Mc diſcovery of the Longitude was of ſuch 
I nſequence to Great Britain, for the ſafety 
the Navy, and merchant ſhips, as well 
improvement of trade, that for want 
cereof, many ſhips had been retarded i in 
C2 


E 


their voyages, and many laſt; but if * 
encouragement were propoſed by the public 
for ſuch as ſhall diſcover the ſame, ſame 


iſlands, and fe laſting honour of 
b nation; and praying their Fe might 


8 petition be referred i to a x 
: they do examine the. matter thereof, and, re. 


on, to the Houſe; It Was refer red to gene⸗ | 


(=) 


perſons would 5 themſelves to prove mY 

fame, before. the moſt proper judges, in 

order to there entire ſatisfaction, for the 

ſafety of mens lives, her Majeſty s Navy, 

the encreaſe of, trade, che ſhippin 13 theſe 
t 


Be 


be taken into conſidetation. i 
Upon which it was ordered, that the wall | 


mrnittee, and cha 


port the ſame, with their opinion thereup 2 


ral stanhope, ir William Whitlogk, Ml 
Clyton, Mr. Walpole, Mr. Onſlow, $ Secte · 
rary Bromley, the Solicitor General, Vil 0 
Chamberlain, and Chancellor of the Ex . 
hege, with all the members der man 
employed 1 in any office in the Admiraly ' 


or Navy, and a number of other noble} 
men and gentlemen, who were to rs tha 


re 1-0 9 


afternoon at five, o'clock, in the Speaker's 
chamber, and have. power. to ſend for per- 
| ſons, papers, and records, and to have 
leave to fit in a morning, if they thought 
fit. Upon the 11th of June following, the 
HFouſe proce 
the report of the Committe, who were to 
conſider what encouragement was fit to be 
given to ſuch as ſhould find out the Longi- 
tude at ſea. And the ſame wWas read, and 
the teſulutions of the Committee thereupon, 
which report and reſolution were-as follows, 
viz, That Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Whiſton, 
being examined, did inform the Committee; 
that they had made a diſcovery of the Lon- 
gitude; and were very certain, chat the 
fame was true in the theory, and did not 
doubt, but that upon due trial made, ic 
would: prove certain and practicable at ſea; 
that they had communicated the whole 


biſtory of their proceedings, towards the 
ſaid diſcovery, to Sir Iſaac Wan Dr. 


OY Anothey:yroak has dra been a. reward offered 
before pat mentioned in the enſuing . ö 


oceeded ta take into conſideration Th 


Bo they do examine the. matter thereof, and re: 


tes 


their voyages, and many. loft ;, but if ts 
encouragement were propoſed by the public 
for ſuch as ſhall diſcover the ſame, ſame 
perſons would offer themſelves to praye the 
ſame, before the moſt proper judges, in in | 
order t to there entire A ent for the 


45 encreaſe of, | IH 5 ſhipping of theſe 
iſlands, and the laſting honour of the Britiſh 
nation; and praying their petition. wish 
be taken into conſideration. 8 25 | 
Upon which it was ordered, that che fi 


5 petition be referred i to a Committee, and that 


port th fame, with their opinion Fhereugy 
on, to the Houſe; It was referred to get 
ral Stanhope, Sir William Whitlogk, Mi 
Clyton, Mr. Walpole, Mr. Onſlow, Secret 
tary Bromley, the Solicitor General, Vict 1] 
Chamberlain, and, Chancellor of the Exif 
chequer, with all the members that "nn 
employed in any office in the Admiral; 
or Navy, and. a number of other noble 
men and gentlemen, who were to meet t 


_ — —_ TT... 


leave to fic in a morning, if they thought 


| 13 
afternoon at 5 0 clock, in the Speaker's 
chamber, and have. power. to ſend for per- 
ſons, papers, and records, and to have 


fit. Upon the 11th of June following, the 


Houſe proceeded to take into conſideration 
the report of the Committe, who were to 


confider what encouragement was fit to be 
given to ſuch as ſhould find out the Longi- 
tude at ſea. And the ſame was read, and 
the reſolutions of the Committee thereupon, 
which report and reſolution were as follows, 
vis, That Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Whiſton, 
being examined, did inform the Committee, 
that they had made a diſcovery of the Lon- 
gitude; and were very certain, that the 


fame was true in the theory, and did not 


doubt, but that upon due trial made, it 
would prove certain and practicable at ſea; 
that they had communicated the whole 


hiſtory of their proceedings, towards the 
ſaid diſcovery, to Sir Iſaac d Dr. 


1 Another proof ae been a. reward offered 
before that mentioned in the enſuing act. . 


(14) 
Clark, Mr. Halley, and Mr. Cotes, who all | 


ſeemed to allow of the truth of the propo- | 
ñition, as tothe theory, but doubted of fe- 
veral difficulties that would ariſe i in the 


Practice. 
Theſe * attended the © ommit< 
tee. | mo its 


Sir Iſaac Wen ene tak ſentiments 
as follows, vis. 

For diſcovering the e at Pi 
there have been ſeveral projects, true in 
nrg. but difficult to execute. 

One is by a watch, to keep time exattly; ; 
but by reaſon of the motion of a ſhip, the 
variation of heat and cold, wet and dry, 
and the difference of gravity in different 
Latitudes, ſuch a watch hath not 1 den 
made. | 

Another is by the eclipſes of Jupiter 8 
| Satellites, but by reaſon. of the length of 
teleſcopes requilite to obſerve them, and rhe 
motion of a ſhip at ſea, thoſe eclipſes can- 
not yet be there obſerved. HER: 

A third is, by the place of the moon, 
but her theory is not yet exact enough for 


. ) 
, that purpoſe ; it is exact enough to deter- 
mine the Longitude within two or three 
gin but not within a degree. + 
A fourth is, Mr. Ditton's project, and 
wis is rather for keeping an account of the 
Longitude at ſea, than for finding it, if at 
any time it ſhould be loſt, as it [my r 
be in cloudy weather. 5 | 
How far this is netic at Dt anal 


with what charge, they chat are {kill'd in 
ſea affairs are beſt able to judge. —In Giling 4 


by chis method, when ever they are to paſs 
deep ſeas, they muſt fail due Eaſt or Weſt, 
they muſt firſt fail into the Latitude of he 
next place to which they are going beyond 
it, and then keep due Eaſt or Weſt, 1 
they come at that place. 

In the three firſt ways, chere mut FOR A 
watch, regulated by a ſpring, and rectified 
every viſible ſon . riſe, and ſun fer, to tell 
the hours of the day or night, In the fourth 
way, ſuch a watch is not neceſſary. In the 
firſt way there muſt be two watches, this and 
the other above mentioned. In any of the 


( 16 14 
firſt three ways, it may be of fone ſervice 
te find the Longitude within a degree, and 


of much more ſervice to find it within Wo © 


minutes, or half a degree if it may, and 
the ſucceſs may deſerve rewatds accorditigly. 
In che fourth way, it is eafter to enable 
Sana to know their diftatice, and bearing 
from the ſhore 40, 60, or 80 miles off, 
| than to croſs the ſeas; and ſome part of 
: the reward may be given when the firſt is 
performed on- the coaſt of Great Britain, : 
for the ſafety of fhips coming home; and 
the reſt when ſeamen ſhall fail i to an aſſigned 
diſtant harbour without Uu their Lon- 
f gitude, if it may be.“ | 
Dr. Clark ſaid, that there could no dit. 


credit ariſe to the Government, in promifin 18 
a reward in general, without refpect to any 


particular project, to fuch perſon or perſons 
as ſhall diſcover the Longitude at ſea, 
Mr. Halley obſerved, that Mr. Ditto: 


method for _ the Leides bog 
een gal 3 


1 
ſeem to him to conſiſt of many Sia: 
which firſt ought to be experimented, be- 
fore he could give his opinion, and that it 
would coſt a conſiderable ſum to make the 


experiments, but what: the. penes would 
amount to, he could not tell. 5 


. 7 


Mr. Whiſton affirmed, "that 4” un- 
doubted bene fit which would ariſe on the | 
land, and r near the ſhore, would vaſtly ſur- 
mount the charges of experiments. 
Mr. Cotes ſaid, that the project was - 
right in the theory near the ſhore, and the 


practical part ought to be e 


Upon the whole matter, tt 
came to theſe reſolutions; viz. 5 Thot a re- 
ward be ſettled by Parliament, upon ſuch 
perſons as ſhall diſcover a more certain and 
practical method of aſcertaining the Longi- 
tude than any yet in practice, and the ſaid 
reward be proportioned to the degree 1 
exactneſs to which the ſaid method ſhall 
reach, and that it is the opinion of the Com- 
| mittee, that the Houſe be moved, that leave 
be given for a bill to be brought in accord- 
ingly, _ ene 
D 
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ral Stanhope, Mr. Addiſon, Mr. Clyton, and 


bill, 8 


ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhould diſcover 
the Longitude at ſea. | 


8 ny may "of 2 - . Rene - 2 
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| judgment of able Mathematicians and Na- 


in practice, ſome of which (there was rea- 


60 ) 
This was agreed to by the Houſe, nemi- 
ne contradicente, and leave was given to Sir 
William Whitlock, Sir George Beaumont, 
Sir Thomas Hardy, Sir John Leak, Gene- 


Mr. Aiſlaby, to prepare and bring in the 


In conſequence of this was produced, 
An act for providing a public reward for 


The preamble recites, that it is well 
known to all that are acquainted with the 
art of Navigation, that nothing is ſo much 
wanted and deſired at ſea, as the diſcovery 
of the Longitude, for the ſafety and quick- 
neſs of voyages, the preſervation of ſhips, 
and the lives of men. And whereas, in the 


vigators, ſeveral methods have already been 
diſcovered, true in theory, tho' very difficule 


ſon to expect) might be capable of improve- 
ment, ſome already diſcovered might be 
propoſed to the public, and others might 


6 | 
be invented hereafter; and as ſuch a diſ- 
covery would be of particular advantage to 
the trade of Great Britain, and very much 
for the honour of the kingdom; but that 
beſide the difficulty of the thing itſelf, partly 
for want of ſome public reward to be ſettled 
as an encouragement for ſo uſeful and be- 
neficial a work, and partly for want of 
money for trials and experiments neceſſary 
thereunto, no ſuch inventions or propoſals, 
hitherto made, had been Oo. to per- 
fection. 


The act then FED IR (with the uſual 
advice and conſent, and by the uſual au- 


thority) the Lord High Admiral of Great 
Britain®, or the firſt commiſſioner of the 
admiralty, the Speaker of the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons, the firſt Commiſſioner 


þ of Trade, the Admirals of the Red, White, 
and Blue Squadrons, the Maſter of the 


1 Trinity Houſe, the Preſident of the Royal 


. the Royal Aſtronomer of Green 


» This office is generally e to include all te Ne. 


Lords of the Admiralty. | 
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1-0 
wich, the Savilian, Lucaſian, and Plumian 
Profeſſors of the Mathematics in Oxford 
and Cambridge, all for the time being 3 
with ſeveral other Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and ſome gentlemen of abilities and 


learning (who had been active in procuring 
the act) and they were conſtituted com- 


miſſioners for the diſcovery ' of the Longi- 
| tude at ſea, and for examining, trying, and 


| judging of all propoſals, experiments, and 
improvements, relating to the ſame; and 
that the ſaid commiſſioners, or any five or 
more of them, ſhould have full power to 
hear and receive any propoſal or propoſals 

that ſhould be made to them for diſcover- 
ing the ſaid Longitude ; and in caſe the 
aid commiſſioners, or any five or more. 
of them, ſhould be ſo far ſatisfied, of the 


probability of any ſuch diſcovery, as to 
think it proper to make experiment thereof, 
they ſhould certify the ſame under held: 


| hands and ſeals, to the commiſſioners of 


the navy for the time being; together with 
the perſons names who were the authors of 
ſuch. propoſals ; and upon producing ſuch 


(a) 
certificate, the ſaid commiſſioners were au- 
thorized and required to make out a bill 
or bills for any ſuch ſum or ſums of money, 
not exceeding two thouſand pounds 9, as 
the ſaid commiſſioners for tlie diſcovery of 
the Longitude, or any five or more of them, 
ſhould think neceſſary for making the ex- 
periments, payable by the treaſurer of the 
navy; which ſum or ſums the treaſurer of 
the navy was thereby required to pay im» 
| mediately, to ſuch perſon or perſons as 
ſhould be appointed by the commiſſioners 
for the diſcovery of the ſaid Longitude, to 
make thoſe exper iments out of any money 
that ſhould be in his hands, unapplicd for 
the uſe of the navy. | 
The act further ordained; chat FOR 
experiments made of any propoſal, or 
propoſals, for the diſcovery of the ſaid 
Longitude, the commiſſioners appointed by 
the ſaid act, or the major part. of them, 
Would declare and determine how far the 


ö 


| { Cannot the Commiſſioners; whilo i in power, repeat this 
* as olten as they think proper 3 


— 
ame was found practicable, and to what 
degree of exactneſ 0. 
And for a due and ſufficient encourage- 
ment to any ſuch perſon or perſons, as 
ſhould diſcover a proper method for find 
ing the ſaid Longitude, it was enacted, 
That the firſt author or authors, diſcoverer 
or diſcoverers of any ſuch method, his or 
their executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, 
ſhould be entitled to, and have ſuch. re- 
ward as thereafter was mentioned; vig. „ 
to a reward or ſum of 10,0001, if it deter- 
mined the longitude to one degree of a great 
circle, or 60 geographical miles; to 15, oool. 
if it determined the ſame to two-thirds of 
that diſtance ; and to 20,000]. if it deter- 
mined the ſame to one-half of the ſame 
diſtance; and that one moiety or half. part 
of ſuch reward or ſum ſhould be due and 
paid, when the ſaid commiſſioners, or the 
major part of them, did agree that any. 
ſuch method extended to the ſecurity of 
hips within 80 geographical miles of the 
mores , which are places of the greateſt 


4 Compare this with Mr. Ditton and Whiſton's Scheme, 


ES; by 
danger, and the other moiety or half-part_ 
when a ſhip by the appointment of the ſaid 
commiſſioners, or the major part of them, 
ſhould thereby actually fail over the ocean; 
from Great Britain to any port in the Weſt 
Indies +, as thoſe commiſſioners, or the 
major part of them, ſhould chuſe or nomi- 
nate for the experiment, without loſing their 
Longitude beyond the limits before men- 
tioned. Tels 

It was alſo eniifted, That as ſoon as ſuch 
method for the diſcovery of the Longitude 
ſhould be tried and found practicable and 
uſeful at ſea, within any of the degrees 
aforeſaid, that the ſaid Commiſſioners, or 
the major part of them, ſhould certify the 
ſame accordingly, under their hands and 
ſeals, to the commiſſioners of the navy for 
the time being, together with the perſon 
or perſons names who were the authors of 
ſuch propoſal ; and upon ſuch certificate the 
ſaid commiſfioners were thereby authorized 
and required, to | make out Aa bill or bills 


N 
See Sir Iſaac's 1 an mentioned. Ar that 


time theſe ſeem to have been our longeſt voyages. 
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for the reſpective ſum or ſums of moneys 


to which the author or authors of ſuch pro- 
poſal, their executors, adminiſtrators, or 


aſſigns, ſhould be intitled by virtue of the 
Act; which ſum or ſums the Treaſurer of 
che Navy was thereby required to pay 
to the ſaid author or auhors, their executors, 
adminiſtrators, or affigns, out of any money 
that ſhould be in his hands unapplied, to 
the uſe of the N avy, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the Acc. 


And it was thereby farther enacted, That 


if any ſuch propoſal ſhould nor, upon trial⸗ 


be found of ſo great uſe, as aforementioned” 


yet if the ſame, on trial, in the judgment 
of the ſaid Commiſſioners, or the major 


part of them, was found of conſiderable * 


author or a” dee their e adm 


niſtrators, or aſſigns, ſhould have and re. 


ceive ſuch leſs reward therefore, as the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, or the major part of them 


ſhould think reaſonable, to be paid by the 
Treaſurer of the N avy, On ſuch ertificus | 
as aforeſaid. 


( 25) 

Q. I. Have not the Commiſſioners, by 
thelaſt clauſe, apower of givingany ſum lefs 
than ten thouſand pounds for what they 
ſhall find to be an uſeful diſcovery, and way 
they not repeat the-fame'? 

TI. As ſoon as the Cam 
have ordered the fur of ten, fifteen, or 
twenty thoufand pounds, for the diſcovery 


of the Longitude within the reſpective li- 
mits, is their eommiſſion directly at an end, 


or can they do any ans further without 
_anew Ad? 


Im the 14th: of 8 H. was _— an 
Act for ſurveying the chief ports and head- 
Hands on the coaſts of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the Iflands and Plantations 
thereto belonging, in order to the more 

exact Determination of * W and 
Latitude thereor. 

In che r che "REP Act e- 
cited, and the abſolute nereffity of making 
the ſurvey above ſpecified, in order to make 
the diſcovery of the Longitude: uſeful at ſea, 
and for the ſecurity of ſhips approaching 


g ( $6) 
near the ſhores, and as ſome doubts had 
ariſen, whether by the words of the ſaid | 
Act of the 12th” of Queen Anne, the ſum 
of 20001. appointed for making experi- 
ments, or any part thereof, could be ap- - 
plied for ſuch ſurvey. It was therefore 
enacted, That the Commiſſioners ſor diſco- 
vering the Longitude, - ſhould have full 
power to apply ſuch part of the ſum . of 
2000l. mentioned in the ſaid Act, which 
had not already been laid out in experi- 
ments, as they ſhould think neceſſary for the 
making ſuch ſurvey ; and that ſuch ſum or 
ſums, part of the faid 20001. which the 
ſaid Commiſſioners thought neceſſary, ſhould 
be paid immediately by the Treaſurer of 
the Navy, to ſuch perſon or perſons as 
ſhould be appointed by the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſioners, to make ſuch ſurvey, out of the 
money that ſhould be in the hands of ſuch 
Treaſurer, unapplied for the 8 of oy | 
Navy. 
In che zbch of 3 II. was paſſed, an 
Act to render more effectually an Act, made 
in the 12th year of the reign of her late 


Majeſty Queen And; intitled an Act for 


providing a public reward for ſuch perſon 
or perſons, as ſhall diſcover the Longitude 


at ſea, with regard to the making experi- 
ments of propoſals made for the diſcovering 
the Longitude ; and to enlarge the nber 
of Commiſſioners. 

In the preamble part of 4 ane Acts 
are recited ; alſo that the Commiſſioners 
had received ſeveral propoſals, made to them 
at different times, for the diſcovering the 
Longitude, and were ſo far ſatisfied of the 
probabilities of ſuch diſcoveries, that they 
thought ir proper to make experiments 
thereof, and accordingly, certified the ſame 
from time to time to the Commiſſioners of 
the Navy for the time being ; together with 
the name of Mr. John Harriſon, who 
was the Author of the ſaid propoſals ; 
| Whereupon bills were made out for ſeveral 

| ſums of money, amounting in the whole 
to 1250l, all which reſpective ſums were 
paid to the ſaid John Harriſon, by the Com- 
miſſioners 550 the. Navy, purſuant to the 
E 2 


* 


Directions of the ſaid act, as part of the 
2000l, therein mentioned, which the ſaid 
Commiſſioners thought u for ma- 
king the experiments. 
And whereas the ſaid Commirtlitherd a0, 
by virtue of the power veſted in them by 
the ſaid ſeveral Acts of Parliament, appoint 
Mr. William Whiſton, to ſurvey and deter- 
mine the Longitude and Latitude of the 
chief Ports, al head Lands on the coaſts. 
of Great Britain and Ireland, Rc. and did 
alſo apply the farther ſum of 500l. (other 
part of the ſaid ſum of 20001.) which they 
thought neceſſary for making fuch ſurvey; 
which ſum of gool. was paid to the ſaid 
William Whiſton accordingly, by the Trea+ 
ſurer of the Navy; and that by reaſon of 
the above ſeveral payments, there remained 
only 25ol; in the power of the Commiſſion- 
ers, by che ſaid Acts of Parliament, to- 
wards making any ' farther Experiments, 
which they might think neceſſary. 
And whereas, from the experiments 7 
which had already been made, in purſu- 
ance of the powers veſted in the ſaid Com- 


( 29 ) 
miſſioners as. aforeſaid ; there is great rea- 
ſon to expect, that by continuing to encou- 


rage ingenious perſons to invent and make 
further improvements and experiments, in 
order to diſcover the ſaid Longitude, ſuch 
diſcoveries may at length be produced, as 
will effectually anſwer that end, and there- 
by contribute very much to the advantage 
of the trade and honour of the kingdom. 
Therefore it was enacted, that the ſaid 
commiſſioners ſhould have power to re- 
ceive propoſals, &c. (as in the a& 12 Anne) 
and to direct the payment of the further 
ſum of 2000l. over and above the 2 zol. to 
the perſon or ma making ſuch experi- 
ments. 
And as many of the Ge ap- 


pointed by the act of the 12th of Queen 
Ann were deceaſed, the act appointed the 


W Governor of the Royal Hoſpital for ſeamen 
at Greenwich, the Judge of the High Court 
of Admiralty, the Secretaries of the Trea- 
ſury, che Secretary of the Admiralty, and 
the Comptroller of the Navy, all for the 
time being, together with ſuch perſons as 


. 
had been appointed by the Act of Queen 
Anne, and were ſurviving, to be Com- 


miſſioners for the diſcovery of the _ 

tude. 
I the ſecond year of George III. was 
obtained, 

An Act for rendering more effectual the 
Act of the 12th of Queen Anne, with re- 
gard to the making experiments of propo- 

ſals made for diſcovering the Longitude. 5 
In this the former Acts were recited, and 
as the Commiſſioners had, at different 
times, certified the propoſals made to 
them, to. the Commiſſioners of the Navy, 
whereupon bills had been made our, 
amounting in the whole to the ſum of 4000. 
all which had been paid purſuant | to the di- 


rections of the Parliament: the farther ſum 
of 20001, was then granted, for the like. 


purpoſes of waking experiments, &c. 
In che 3d year of we: III. was s grant- 
ed, 

An Act for the encouragement of John 
Harriſon, to publiſh and make known his 


63209 


invention of a Machine or Watch, for the 


diſcovery of the Longitude at fea. 


In the preamble is recited the ſeveral 
Acts as abovementioned : as alſo, that the 
utility of the invention. of the ſaid John 
Harriſon, had been proved i in a late voyage 
to Jamaica; and that the Commiſſioners 
at their meeting, on the 17th of Auguſt laſt, 
did adjudge, that by. the tryal made of the 


| faid Inſtrument, It Was. found of conſide- 
rable uſe to the public, and did thereupon. 


make out an order for the Payment ol 
2 cool. to the ſaid John Harriſon, in man- 
ner therein mentioned, viz. 1500), part 
thereof immediately, and the remaining 
x000l. when he, or any perſon employed. 
by him, ſhould return from making a far- 


ther tryal in the Weſt-Indies; 3 but it was to 


ve underſtood, that the faid ſum of 25001. 


ſhould be eſteemed as part of either of the 
Rewards granted by Act. of Parliament, 
for the diſcovery of the Longitude; and 
as the ſaid ]. Harriſon had received the ſaid 
ſum of I 5ool, and had repreſented to the 


( 32 ) 


Commiſſioners, that he would'not, by any 
means, decline any farther triat of the In- 
ſtrument or Watch which he had invented, 
before the principles thereof ſhould be made 


public ; ; but that his advanced age, the 
weakneſs of his fight, and the danger of the 
voyage to the health and life of his ſon, 
upon whom alone the ſucceſs of the faid 


mention would depend, might riſk the 
loſs of ſo uſeful a diſcovery, not only to the 


diſadvantage of the ſaid J. Harriſon, but 


alſo to the very great detriment of man- 
kind: and as the Commiſſioners of Lon- 
gitude, having received the ſaid reprefenta- 


tion, did, at their meeting, on the 21it of 
February laſt, unanimouſly agree to recom- 
mend to the faid John Harriſon, to make 
an application ro Parliament, in order that 
his ſaid Invention might be made known 
to the Public, upon ſuch terms, and i in ſuch 
manner, as to the Parliament: tho ald ſeem 
meet; therefore i it was enacted, that ſo ſoon 
as the ſaid John Harriſon, his executors, 
or adminiſtrators, ſhould make or cauſe 
to be made, a full and clear diſcovery 
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of the principles of his ſaid inſtrument or 
Watch, for the, diſcovery of the Longi- 
tude, and of the true manner and method 
in which the ſame is and may be conſtruct- 


ed, unto the Right Honourable Lord Charles 
Cavendiſh, the Right Hon. the Earl of Mor- 


ton, the Right Hon. Lord Willoughby, of 
Parham, George Lewis Scot, Eſq; Fellow of 
the Royal Society, Mr. James Short, F. R. 8. 
Mr. John Mitchell, Woodwardian Profeſ- 
ſor at Cambridge, Mr. Alexander Cumming, 
Mr. Mudge of Fleet-ſtreet, Mr. William 
Fordſham, Mr. Andrew Dickie, and Mr. 
James Green, of Fenchurch-ftreer, who, as 
well as the ſaid J. Harriſon, were required 
| to publiſh and make the ſame known, ſo that 
other workmen might be enabled to make 


other ſuch Inſtruments or Watches for the 


fame purpoſe, and as ſoon as the abovemen- 
tioned Noblemen and Gentlemen, or the 
major part of them, ſhould certify under 
their hands and ſeals, to the Commiſſioners 
of his Majeſty's Navy for the time being, 
that the ſaid], Harriſon had fully andclearly 
made the faid diſcovery for the purpoſes 


( 34 ) 
aſoreſaid then, upon producing ſuch certifi- 
cate, the Commiſhoners ef the Navy were 
authoriſed to make out a bill or bills, for 
the ſum of Foool. payable to the ſaid 
J. Hatriſon, in the manner e di- 
rected. | 
It was | finder enacted, That as ſoon as 
it ſhould appear by future trial or trials, 
that the ſaid inſtrument was a proper me- 
thod tor finding the Longitnde within any 
of the limits preſcribed by the Act of Queen 
Anne, the Commiſſioners were authoriſed 
to make out bills for the ſum or ſums to 
which he ſhould be intitled; ; and that the 
fame ſhoyld be paid down-as formerly . 
rected, firſt deducting thereout this ſum of 
5oool. and the beforementioned ſum of 
1500l. Þ already received by te faid J. 
Harriſon. 

Ie is alfo. enacted, That no paths or 
perſons, other than the ſaid J. Harriſon, his 
executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigne, ſhall 
have, or be inritled to any chic: granted” 


by the Act of Queen Anne, by means or 
on account of any inſtrument or inſtruments 


+ It is now 25 l. 


„„ | 
for keeping Time, untill the merits of the 
ſaid Inſtrument or Watch, invented by the 
faid J. Harriſon, ſhall be aſcertained; pro- 


made within four * next alter ä 
of this Act. | 
Thus far the Acts. 


By ſome unaccountable difference be- 
twixt the Commiſſioners, laſt appointed by 


very abovementioned has not been made, it 
is therefore a queſtion whether this laſt 
Act is not null and void. 


ment or Watch, upon the late trial to Bar- 
badoes, be found to come within the limits 


1 mentioned in the Act of Queen Anne, and 
1 to ſatisfy the firſt appointed Commiſsioners 
cas co its regularity, by ſuch experiments 
F as they ſhall judge expedient ; does it lie 
: with them to call upon the Commiſſioners, 
9 lat appointed by Parliament, or ſuch 
q cocher Mathematicians and Mechanics, who 
5 may, by themſelves, or in the preſence of 


and with the ſaid firſt appointed Com- 
miſſioners, receive and examine the prin- 


vided the aſcertainment thereof ſhall be 


Parliament, and Mr. Harriſon, the diſco» 


Q. I. Should Mr. Harriſon's ſaid mau | 
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ciples of the ſaid Inſtrument or Watch, as 


directed by Parliament ? 
Q. II. As the 2000l. laſt granted by Parlia- 


ment is expended, will it be of conſequence 


to do any material buſineſs without a new 
Act? 


A LisT of the preſent , Commisslonzns: 


ARL of Egmont 
LL, ——  Hilſborrow 
— Sandwich 
Morton 
Viſcount Barrington 
Sir John Cuſt, Bart. 


Mr. Maikylen, Royal Aſtronomer 


Profeſſor Hornſby, Oxford 
—— a — Waring, 


— - Shepherd, Sn 


Admiral Sir William Rowley 
—— - Henry Osborn 
—— Thomas Griffin 
Sir Edward Hawke 
————- Charles Knowles 
— Hon. John Forbes 
— dir George Pocock 
4 - Iſaac Townſhend 

Sir Thomas Saliſbury 
Charles Jenkinſon, Eſq; 
Thomas Whately, Eſq; 
Philip Stephens, Eſq; 

George Cockburn, Eſq; 
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